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Geseënde Kerfees (Afrikaans) • Rehus-Beal-Ledeats (African/ Eritrean/ Tigrinja) • 
Gozhqq Keshmish (Apache) • Milad Majid (Arabic) • Feliz Navidad (Argentine) • 
Shenoraavor Nor Dari yev Pari Gaghand (Armenian) •  Tezze Iliniz Yahsi Olsun (Azeri) • 
Zorionak eta Urte Berri On! (Basque) • Winshuyu sa Svyatkami i z Novym godam! 
(Belorussian) •  Vesele Vanoce (Bohemian) • Feliz Natal (Brazilian) • Shubho borodin 
(Bengali) • Nedeleg laouen na bloavezh mat (Breton) •  Tchestita Koleda or Tchestito 
Rojdestvo Hristovo (Bulgarian) • Bon Nadal i un Bon Any Nou! (Catalan) • 
Danistayohihv & Aliheli’sdi Itse Udetiyvsadisv (Cherokee) • Feliz Navidad (Spanish – 
Chile) • Gun Tso Sun Tan’Gung Haw Sun (Cantonese) • Kung His Hsin Nien bing Chu 
Shen Tan (Mandarin) • Feliz Navidad y Próspero Año Nuevo (Columbia) • Nadelik looan 
na looan blethen noweth (Cornish) • Bon Natale e Bon capu d’ annu (Corsican) • Sretan 
Bozic (Croatian) • Prejeme Vam Vesele Vanoce a stastny Novy Rok (Czech) • Glædelig Jul 
(Danish) • Ni ti Burunya Chou & Mi ti yuun (Dagbani) • Miet puou yan dhiedh Banyda 
tene Yin (Dinka) •  Vrolijk Kerstfeest en een Gelukkig Nieuwjaar! (Dutch) • Colo sana 
wintom tiebeen (Egyptian) • Jutdlime pivdluarit ukiortame pivdluaritlo! Inupik (Eskimo) 
• Ruumsaid juulup|hi (Estonian) • Melkin Yelidet Beaal Amharic (Ethiopian) • Cristmas-
e-shoma mobarak bashad (Farsi) • Me Nomuni na marau ni siga ni sucu dei na yabaki 
vou (Fijian) • Maligayang Pasko! (Filipino) • Hyvaa joulua (Finnish) • Zalig Kerstfeest en 
Gelukkig nieuw jaar (Flemish) • Joyeux Noel (French) • Mangamgam Bawa a dawun 
sikua diaw amin (Gaddang) • Nollaig chridheil huibh (Gaelic) • Bo nada (Galician) • 
Nollaig chridheil agus Bliadhna mhath ùr! (Gaelic) • Gilotsavt Krist’es Shobas & Gilosavt 
akhal ts’els (Georgian) • Froehliche Weihnachten (German) • Kala Christouyenna! 
(Greek) • Juullimi Pilluaritsi! (Greenlandic)• Natal ni shub kaamnao & Saal Mubarak 
(Gujarati) • Mele Kalikimak (Hawaiian) • Mo’adim Lesimkha. Chena tova (Hebrew) • 
Baradin ki shubh kamnaaye (Hindi) • Kellemes Karacsonyi unnepeket (Hungarian) • 
Gledileg Jol (Icelandic) • kelere m gi maka Keresimesi na ubochi izizi afo ozo (Igbo) • 
Selamat Hari Natal (Indonesian) • Idah Saidan Wa Sanah Jadidah (Iraqi) • Nollaig 
Shona Dhuit / Nodlaig mhaith chugnat (Irish) • Buone Feste Natalizie (Italian) • Shinnen 
omedeto. Kurisumasu Omedeto (Japanese) • Sugeng Natal lan warsa enggal (Javanese) • 
Sung Tan Chuk Ha (Korean) • Seva piroz sahibe u sersala te piroz be (Kurdish) • Souksan 
van Christmas (Lao) • Natale hilare et Annum Faustum! (Latin) • Prieci’gus Ziemsve’tkus 
un Laimi’gu Jauno Gadu! (Latvian) • Linksmu Kaledu (Lithuanian) • Streken Bozhik 
(Macedonian) • Arahaba tratry ny Krismasy (Malagasy) •  Selamat Hari Natal Bahasa 
(Malaysia) • Nixtieklek Milied tajjeb u is-sena t-tabja! (Maltese) • Meri Kirihimete 
(Maori) • Zul saryn bolon shine ony mend devshuulye (Marathi) • Merry Keshmish 
(Navajo) • God Jul/Gledelig Jul (Norwegian) • Niibaa’ anami’egiizhigad & Aabita Biboon 
(Ojibwe) • En frehlicher Grischtdaag un en hallich Nei Yaahr! (Pennsylvania German) • 
Feliz Navidad y un Venturoso Año Nuevo (Spanish – Peru) • Wesolych Swiat Bozego 
Narodzenia (Polish) • Feliz Natal (Portuguese) • Nave sal di mubaraka (Punjabi) • 
Bachtalo krecunu Thaj Bachtalo Nevo Bers (Romani) • Craciun Fericit (Romanian) • 
Pozdrevlyayu s prazdnikom Rozhdestva is Novim Godom (Russian) • La Maunia Le 
Kilisimasi Ma Le Tausaga Fou (Samoan) • Bonu nadale e prosperu annu nou (Sardinian)
Hristos se rodi (Serbian) • Sretan Bozic/Vesele vianoce (Slovakian) • Subha nath thalak 
Vewa. Subha Aluth Awrudhak Vewa (Singhalese) • Vesele Vianoce. A stastlivy Novy Rok 
(Slovak) • Feliz Navidad (Spanish) • Wilujeng Natal Sareng Warsa Enggal (Sudanese) • 
God Jul and (Och) Ett Gott Nytt År (Swedish) • Nathar Puthu Varuda Valthukkal (Tamil) 
• Sawadee Pee Mai/Souksan wan Christmas (Thai) • Noeliniz Ve Yeni Yiliniz Kutlu Olsun 
(Turkish) • Naya Saal Mubarak Ho (Urdu) • Chuc Mung Giang Sinh (Vietnamese) • 
Nadolig Llawen (Welsh) • Cestitamo Bozic (Yugoslavian)

In other words, Merry Christmas!

magnolia point community association

board of directors/officers

President…………………..Larry Francisco 
Vice President…………………. Jon Bastress 
Treasurer…………………… john Lochner 
Director at Large……..Trevor rothfels 
Director at Large…………..Neil kennedy
Secretary (non-voting)………. .Bill Nisley

mpca committee chairs 

Access Control…………………. Paul Werring 
Architecture Review……………. david miller
BLOCK CAPTAINS…………………l.inda werring
Communications……………………….Bill Nisley 
Community Liaison (CLC)………………(Vacant) 
Landscaping/Irrigation…..cindy francisco 
Roads/Drainage/Ponds………………Bill Nisley 
Rules/Covenants (REC)…………rick carlson 
Strategic Planning………. Mitch Timberlake
 If you are interested in volunteering on any of these 
committees, contact Bill Nisley – secretary@magpt.com 

mpca association manager

May Management Services, Inc. 
Mary Marchiano……….Community Manager 
Aline Salvatti………………………Assistant CAM 

the magnolia - publication policy
The function of The Magnolia is to serve the entire 
community of Magnolia Point. Priority will be given to 
reporting the news and activities of the neighborhood, 
community organizations and events. Second priority will 
be given to articles of general interest as space permits. Due 
to space limitations, articles are subject to editing. 
Deadlines may be found on the Magnolia News website. 

magnolia point websites
Magnolia Point Community Association - magpt.com 
Magnolia Point Golf & Country Club - magnoliapointgolfclub.com 
Magnolia Point Women’s Club - mpwc.org 
Magnolia News - magnolianews.online
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“In a Green Cove. A favorite place” - Anon

association

news

As the holidays are rapidly upon us, I'd like to say 
thank you to all the neighbors that give of their free 
time to try to improve the neighborhood.  

This year the Architectural Review Committee has 
grown and been very busy looking over the various 
renovations and improvements that our residents 
want to do and thanks to their diligence the 
community standards are maintained, and we 
continue to have a community to be proud of.  

The Rules Enforcement Committee is busy watching 
the neighborhood to ensure those same standards 
are met and issues that could cause the 
neighborhood to become run down or shabby are 
corrected before that happens. 
 
Landscape & Irrigation has tackled a number of 
projects to beautify both the Magnolia Point 
Boulevard area and the Medinah back gate to 
enhance everyone's initial impressions of the 
neighborhood.  The group are all talented gardeners  
and enjoy getting their hands dirty and cleaning up, 
weeding and replanting some of the smaller areas 
themselves.

The Roads, Drainage and Waterways Committee is 
busy trying to maintain the aging infrastructure and 
helping people that are impacted by drains that 
become plugged, piping that leak, and roads that 
need filling or resmoothing.  Additionally, sinkholes 
appear and need to be addressed before they become 
bigger problems.

The Community Liaison Committee is supposed to 
be our primary method of communicating with the 
Country Club.  Several situations have impacted our 
ability to complete that function, but we hope to see 
the committee reenergized soon. 

Access Control is always busy replacing gate 
crossarms that people somehow seem to not see, and 
have put forth initiatives to try to improve our safety 
and the smoothness of entry to the community.

The Block Captain Committee has already shown 
itself to be extremely valuable in our efforts to get the 

word out to residents.  Many people seem too busy to 
read email notices but having Block Captains 
improves our ability to communicate with residents. 

The Communications Committee ensures 
information that is necessary to inform the residents 
is sent out and/or available on our website.

The Strategic Planning Committee provided a superb 
guideline of many of our resident's desires and gave 
the board a great place to work from to meet those 
desires and goals.

Lastly, I'd like to give a shoutout to Helen 
DiGuardia who stepped up when we needed and 
took the lead of a holiday decorating committee and 
did a magnificent job of building a plan and finding 
"helpers" to make it happen. Magnolia Point has 
never looked better for the holidays!

Many people are necessary to meet all the 
requirements of keeping the neighborhood as the 
premier place to live in Clay County.  If you have any 
spare time, please consider volunteering to support 
any of the committees that may interest you and you 
can be part of the solution!

Speaking of volunteering, the Board of Directors has 
three members that are completing their two-year 
terms in the beginning of 2023.  Some may apply to 
return to the board but each of the three seats is 
open to anyone qualified. Qualifications?  Two: each 
board member must be an adult resident and must 
be in good standing with HOA fees.  If you are 
worried about not knowing the ins and outs, there 
are training classes available and experienced 
members are happy to share their knowledge. Board 
members oversee and decide the budget, interpret 
rules, and generally try to keep the neighborhood 
neighborly.  This can be your chance to move the 
neighborhood in a direction you would like to see it 
go and to make it an even better place to live.

The call for volunteers for the board will be out 
shortly and the application to fill out is available on 
the website.  This can be your chance to make a 
difference!
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- larry francisco

happy holidays neighbors!
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Clay County Rescue Mission would like to extend a huge thank you to all of our 2022 Magnolia 
Point Supporters! It is an honor, and a blessing to receive support from our local community. The 
support we received in 2022 from Magnolia Point is so greatly appreciated, and helps us to provide for 
the elderly, and individuals, who are facing adversity.

With growing inflation, the lack of affordable housing, and rising food costs, so many of these families 
are living in their cars, with their children, while trying to sleep and eat in an unfavorable environment. 
Your support helps to place these families, and individuals in a warm temporary environment so they 
can shower and get some much needed rest.

The support you provide gives the elderly and families a temporary environment they can compose 
themselves in. They can apply for jobs, they can get their affairs in order, they can contact relatives, and 
they can feel loved from you, the supporters in our community. 

You, the Magnolia Supporters, have provided 48 nights of stay for the elderly and families. This 
equates to providing shelter to 98-144 individuals. Wow! The love and joy they feel is indescribable.   

It is an Honor to personally thank each and everyone you for your continued support:

Steven Anderson
Rosalind Arnold
John Cardinell
Thomas DiMattina
Cheryl Kennedy
Pam Mason
Bert Royal

Clay County Rescue Mission will continue to stay faithful, 
and remain dedicated to the Clay County community.
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•
Things were hoppin’ one November morning at the Greiner Ranch with Reindeer rockin’ to life at 

the hands of Magnolia Point volunteers. Following on the tradition Al, Jola, and a corp of volunteers 

started just one Christmas past, the neighborhoods ‘round these parts are seeing an explosion of 

holiday spirit. But first, all those parts have to be chased down, rendered up, and put together one 

leg, antler, tail and red nose at a time…

The chainsaw howls, the chopsaw 
shreiks, drills wail, the axes chop a 
beat. It’s a Rockin’ Reindeer Dawn!
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Jola and Al Greiner have been 
making Rustic Reindeer for 
years. All that’s needed is a 
good eye, a steady hand, some 
power tools, and a creative take 
on Reindeer anatomy. And 
some wood. Some scrap 
firewood will do, but if you have 
plans to conquer an entire 
neighborhood, you’ll need lots 
of it!

“Ros Arnold had some big branches down in 
her back yard she let us harvest,” Jola says, 
“Ed Poucher brought  crepe 
myrtle trimmings that make 
great reindeer legs & necks but 
most of the wood was from 
windfalls on the red nine that 
Trevor kindly allowed me to 
drive to, cut up and haul out.” 

The finished product does 
display a dizzying array of 
specially-sized pieces. To Jola 
this is the fun part, “With lots of branches to 
choose from and a bit of imagination it’s fun 
to try to use what you have to 
get a little personality and 
attitude into the final results.”

Plenty of volunteers made 
pretty quick work of the 40 
critters produced for 2022, 
averaging one completed 
every 4 minutes! After their 
time in the community, all are 
promised homes, “The folks 
that helped put them together get first pick 
after the holidays.  It is not recommended to 
bring the deer inside your 
home.  Quite interesting 
critters live in dead wood.  
They will emerge and go 
exploring for moisture as the 
wood dries out!”

Squad Up!

Skylar nails a nose.

A leg up.
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“Chainsaws wanted” - Instructions Not Required

They have the wood. A lot, maybe half a ton, between all the 
logs and branches. An a box of donuts. Fresh coffee. Cordless 
drills, batteries charged, loppers and drill bits.

Head scratching, nervous laughter. And then like a silent 
starting gun going off, heads went down and the work got 
underway. Rare was the volunteer who paused to look up. The 
pace was brisk. How did so many know so well how to do all 
that there was to do? 

Untutored, unblinking, suddenly skilled in a deceptively 
elaborate anatomy of hand-fitted, rendered limbs, it all just 
happened.

Like the look on Lucy’s face, when, plopped down just behind 
a newly-sturdy Reindeer, happy-slapped the critter’s rump to 
the untimed yelp of some personal carol, her own ode to 
Christmas Present. Corny, but true: magic.

Everyone there had that Lucy smile, powerless to avoid showing it off to each other, at regular 
intervals. To free from the rough wood the essence of an icon of the Season, giddy with the 
prospect of reproducing rustic little symbols of the Season that caught the community’s 
imagination the year before. To do their part: channeling their inner Rudolphs with a child’s eye.

Lucy’s got this.

Monty Murphy • Cissy Burnette • Suzanne Foster • Lynn Williams • Paul Tucker • Bill & Marcia 

Blackwell • Walter & Debbie Shvetzov • Don & Jackie Maneval • Sean & Sheri Walters • Shyann & 

Skylar •  Bill & Patricia Nisley • Andrew & Helen DiGuardia • Cheryl Michaels • Rosalind Arnold  

Carlton Page • Daniel Glassman • And with regrets for a name we missed, but know we remember 

everything else about you! 

holiday selfie fest!
Your time to shine! Take a selfie

with your favorite Magnolia Point
Reindeer, Elf-hatted Hydrant, Wreath,

Bow, Lighted Tree, Luminary or Parade
Cart and send to: 

davepetraglia@gmail.com



White Mandevilla
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christmas cheer
Members of the Landscape & Irrigation 
Committee recently planted 78 
poinsettias in the bed in front of the 
gatehouse after the dead, dying and 
overgrown shrubs were removed, and the 
area graded, planted with new shrubs and 
mulched. 

They were going for colorful, relatively low 
maintenance shrubs in the design.

The members shown are Natalaie 
Mathews, Steve Fiero, Barbara 
Coker, Helen DiGuardia and Cindy 
Francisco. Missing but not forgotten are 
our very dear colleagues Cissy Burnette , 
Raymond and Ramona Ferrara, and 
Suzanne Foster!

christmas deer 
(& more)
The Holiday Decorations Committee is an ad hoc 
MPCA committee and is independent of the Landscape 
and Irrigation Committee. Some members volunteer 
on both. Helen and Andrew DiGuardia, Cindy and 
Larry Francisco, Patricia Nisely, Albert and Jola 
Greiner, Paul Werring, Dave and Lori Miller and 
Suzanne Foster were the "elves to decorate". In 
addition, we had a crew of reindeer makers at the 
Greiner home on Dec 12 (see "Reindeer Rock", 
pages 6-8.)

My goal this year was to create “holiday cheer” 
throughout Magnolia Point.  As my family has not lived 
here for Christmas, I was starting from scratch.   I was 
blessed to receive notes and have questions answered 
by Jola Greiner as I began, familiarizing me with 
what decorating happened in past years.  My main goal 
was to create decorations that can be used for years to 
come.  We began with lighting.  We lit many of the 
trees coming in the front gate between the main sign 
and the guardhouse, with both white and colored 

lights.  We hung icicle lights on guardhouse gutters, 
outlined all windows with lights and hung a large 
wreath on center window of the guardhouse. Inside, we 
hung lights around center window and added a lit and 
decorated tabletop tree for some cheer for the guards 
of all shifts to enjoy.

We were on to the wreaths and teardrop swags next, 
with large bows hung on the four pillars, four wreaths 
on both sides of the “Magnolia Point” sign.

Reindeer gather on the lawn greeting you as you enter 
and continue to greet you as you drive through 
Magnolia Point to the back gate.

At the back gate we had our group with Suzanne 
Foster and Lori and David Miller joining us for 
wreath hanging fun.  The back gate displays eight 
wreaths hung double sided going four across the gate 
again with big red bows. Bushes are lit on both sides of 
the gates.

A major accomplishment was that we were able to 
build an infrastructure of electricity!!  We now have 
receptacles on either side of back gate that did not exist 
previously and can be used going forward. 

- helen diguardia 

becky hinson
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tracy & rod harris
3587 long cove court

Continues next page

When we introduced ‘OutSide’ in the August issue of The News, it 
was to highlight the ‘Pools, Patios and Porches of Magnolia Point 
homes. Choosing among any of those 3 architectural elements, we 

were sure, would assure a steady supply of candidates for the feature. 
We never expected one home would have a shining example of 

each…and more. 
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Photos: Editor

How long have you lived at Magnolia Point? 
21 years.

Was the porch an important factor in the 
design? The porch was part of the "low country" look.

Did you have a use in mind, or was it more for a 
‘look’? Both. We love the style and love to sit out front, 
especially during the Christmas season. 

What do you like best about your porch? Sitting 
out on the porch during the fall season and visiting 
with our neighbors as they come by.

What have you put into decorating the space? 
We hope for warmth and curb appeal.  We always 
enjoy decorating the porch with seasonal themes.

Do you entertain, relax, or otherwise enjoy 
your porch? We enjoy the porch very much! It 
gives us a place to relax and talk.

How did your outdoor kitchen come about? We 
spend a lot of time outside especially during summer, 
football season, and the holidays.  We wanted a place that 
was functional and big enough to enjoy with family and 
friends.  No better way than with food, drink, and a TV.

Nice pool!  Thank you. We worked with the pool company 
on the free-form design and stone waterfall.  We wanted 
something different and have been very happy with it.  
Over the years, the pool has been used a lot by our two 
daughters and their friends, family, and generally a place 
where everyone has loved hanging out.   

The gazebo is a stunning feature, with an entire 
entry patio of its own, surrounding a tree with 
pavers. How did all this come about?  The patio came 
about first, centered around a tree “two twigs at a time”, 
received from our father.  The two twigs were twisted and 
babied for about a year until they turned into a beautiful 
inter-twined tree which is the focal point of what we now 
call our “park”.  Then the gazebo and deck came about, by 
accident. We’d just built a dock at our beach house in the 
Panhandle prior to hurricane Michael. We brought the 
remains of the dock back here. We decided to build an 
elevated deck and place a gazebo on it. This is one of our 
favorite places to gather and has a good view green on 16. 
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How long have you lived at Magnolia Point? 

17 years.
What  have you done to 

the interior since 

you’ve been here? 

New flooring 
throughout, new energy 
efficient fans, new fixtures 
and hardware in the 
bathrooms. Oh, and 
replaced most of the windows in the house.
What motivated you and Steve to undertake this 

kitchen remodel? 

When we moved in 
Steve promised me we 
would eventually update 
the kitchen. I decided it was 
time to take him up on 
that! We knew the kitchen 
had good bones, it just 
needed some design 
changes.
What were some specific items you included in your 

'wish list'?

I love cooking with the gas, so a gas cooktop was in the 
plans, along with a double-
oven for holiday cooking! 
And white cabinets, so 
‘Florida’! 
How did you come to 

select a contractor(s) 

for the job? 

We used Florida 
Home & Kitchen. They 
came highly recommended 
and, as you can see, they did a fantastic job.
Did you use your own or the contractor(s) 

layout/design tools?

The contractor’s.
How did you source the fixtures? 

Myself and some help from the contractor.
How did you choose the colors, paint and/or wall coverings, cabinet hardware? 

cindy & steve triay • 1919 medinah lane
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Working with their 
decorator.
What were some of the 

challenges of the 

project? 

Venting out the 
cooktop through the roof 
for the exhaust fan and 
repairs to the ceiling. 
Cooking out of the laundry room.
What  advice can you offer someone planning a 

similar project? 

If you are doing a major renovation, you can save money on other future projects by adding items to 
the major project. Since we were having plumbing done in the kitchen, we just went ahead and made these 
changes to our down stairs bathrooms. We also had extra electrical outlets added wherever we could.
What improvements to your home, if any, are you considering next? 

We’ve done most everything. Always updating my yard. I would like to put new slip proof tile in the 
downstairs showers.
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joanne & alan labeouf • 3392 olympic drive

Our North Pole Village was started in 2000 when Joanne 

bought the first piece for me. I’d been admiring the 

handiwork of ‘Department 56’, a famous producer of 

miniature, hand-crafted lighted theme villages and their 

components.  Over the next several years, as the village grew 

larger than their coffee table could handle, there was a need to 

make a display to accommodate the growing collection.  I 

designed and built the layered and shelf display to house the 

village in a way that would allow all buildings to be seen.  

Each year another section was added somewhere to house the 

new buildings produced that year until the village area 

available in the room was maxed out a couple of years ago. 

When the village had expanded to a larger size, there was 

room to incorporate the American Flyer trains that I’d kept 

from my childhood.  The four trains you see date from the 

1950s.  

The village has 207 buildings, 27 large accessories (elves, 

santas, sleighs, animals, etc.), and 290 small accessories. It is 

populated by 22 Santas, but only 9 versions of Mrs. Claus.  

There are 452 elves: 336 men, 38 women, and 78 children.  

There are 648 trees, and 37 bushes plus the continuous line 

of round shrubs around the lower level.

The structure of the display is composed of 40 modular pieces that are put together each year with over 600 

bolts and screws.  There are 28 back modules 

holding 44 shelves.  The display has 46 trap doors 

underneath, and 71 hatches on the tops and sides to 

allow access to all of the complex wiring to light the 

buildings and trees, and to set things in motion.  

Speaking of wiring, there is a total of 2,632 feet of 

wires, which is a half mile!   The whole display is 

held up by 60 legs on wheels. There are 33 street 

lights:  gumdrops, snowflakes, and candy canes.

36 reindeer are located throughout the village, 

including Rudolph of course.  There are also 18 

polar bears, 11 penguins, and 17 snowmen, as well 

as various dogs, ducks, and other characters like 

Mickey and Scrooge McDuck. The snowflakes 

gently falling on all the backboards were all hand glued in place, and there are over 10,000 of those. Ask me 

how I know that!

- alan labeouf
Photos: Becky



How long have you lived at Magnolia Point? 
We’ve lived in Magnolia Point for 4 and 1/2 years.

Who's in your immediate family, at home here or 
elsewhere?

In our immediate family we have 5 children and 9 
grandchildren.

Do you have any pets? 
We have a 10 month old Belgian Malinois named Franky.

What was your passion at 16? 
Marcia’s passion at age 16 was hanging out with friends at 

the beach. Bill’s passion at age 16 was hunting and fishing.

And now?
Now our passions are family and friends and spending 

time at our fishing cabin in the Everglades. 
 
What advice would you give to a 16-year old today?

Advice today for a 16 year old would be not to rush too fast 
to be an adult. Enjoy your teenage years.

What do you like most about your home?
What we like most is being closer to family.

Do you have any household projects in the ‘planning’ or 
‘dream’ stage? 

We have no current household projects planned.

Do you see yourself living here in 5 years? 
We are unsure about where we see ourselves in 5 years. 

We are always open to our next adventure. Something we just 
can’t get enough of: Florida’s 10,000 Islands!

marcia &
bill blackwell
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1843 Colonial
Drive
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MAGNOLIA’s
Some things you can suffer from that will ruin your 
chances of succeeding in business, as in life. A 
hostility towards hard work, long hours, attention to 

detail, and respect for 
people's property will 
do you in. Danny Ruiz 
III suffers from none 
of these.

He graduated from Fleming island high school 2017. 
He grew up with his four siblings, one a twin sister, 
in Pennsylvania. The family moved to Florida after 
he was “done”: finished with all the treatments and 
medications he needed to beat a life-threatening 
disease. 

Danny is a cancer survivor who was diagnosed with 
leukemia before his 3rd birthday. With that behind 
him, the family moved to Fleming island then to 
Magnolia Point in 2015. He’d struggled through his 
school years with ADHD and late effects of 
chemotherapy. His unique learning needs required 
that he was on an Individualized Education Plan 
from an early age, which found him in smaller group 
settings, and extended study times. He feels he was 
fortunate to have a mother who fought for him and a 
few amazing teachers to guide him as well. He’s a go-
getter and not afraid of hard work. He’s the first to 
tell you he’s not good with the books and testing but 
quick with hands-on learning. He’s recently started 
his own business that he feels fits in nicely with the 
latent OCD from his early years, and love of 
automobiles. ‘OCD’ to Danny is now ‘Onsite Car 
Detailing’. 

“I’m a car enthusiast and there’s nothing better than 
a clean shining vehicle,” he says. “I hope that in a 
few years my company will be bigger where I can 

hire a few people and show that no matter what 
struggles you go through if you put your mind to 
something you can do it. Never give up and don’t 
accept no.” 

danny ruiz iii

Photos: Ruiz, Perez



- susan mitchell

mp women’s club update
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New Website for the Club
President Joanne LaBeouf was excited to announce the 
women’s club new website that is now online and ready 
for you to review. Be sure to check it out at mpwc.org 

November Meeting
Our program following the meeting included a “Bring and 
Take” event where members bring either a book or a piece 
of jewelry and gets to choose from another member’s 
“bring.” Fun was had by members while trying to decide 
on their favorite choice.

Members supported our Friends of the GCS Library by 
purchasing raffle tickets for their beautiful Christmas 
quilt. If anyone is interested in buying tickets, give 
Bonnie Sprinkle a call at 770-715-5438. Tickets are 
$5.00 each or three for $10.00.

Member Susan Mitchell received a retirement gift after 
serving as the treasurer for 17 years and newsletter editor 
for 21 years. Susan now has a one-of-a-kind golf hat 
embroidered with the Club’s logo and her name. She also 
received a very clever PowerPoint presentation that 
brought back many memories.

Holiday Luncheon Deadline
December 4th is the deadline for members to make 
reservations for the annual Holiday Luncheon  on 
Wednesday, December 14th at Sacred Heart’s Activity 
Center. The Club is purchasing fried chicken and 
members will bring the side dishes. Because this is the 
season of giving, members may bring a non-perishable 
food item for the Food Pantry or an item needed by the 
Episcopal Children’s Head Start program.

Luminary Assembly
Chairman Sarah McWhorter thanks all the members 
who volunteered to assemble the luminary kits that are 
now on sale. The youngest volunteer, Beau Forbess, 
used his math skills to count out the cups for each kit.

Upcoming Member Activities
   Dec 02 – Deadline to Donate to the Cagle Store at CEB 
   Dec 04 – Deadline for luncheon reservations
   Dec 07 – Board Meeting @3pm
   Dec 07 – Hand, Knee & Foot at the clubhouse

Continues next page

Bring & Take - Donna Habing, Kathryn Kossuth, Shirley Orvosh, 
Anne Bastress

Christmas Quilt - Bonnie Sprinkle & Jackie Beck

Joanne LaBeouf, Susan Mitchell, Lorna Broughton

https://www.mpwc.org/
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   Dec 07 – Deadline to order luminary kits
   Dec 10 – Luminary Night and Golf Cart Parade
   Dec 14 -  Holiday Luncheon at Sacred Heart

AMIKids Donations
Members donated boys pants and belts to be given to the AMIKids charity. AMIKids Clay County is a private 
nonprofit, gender specific prevention program, which creates an environment that teaches boys incarceration is 
not their future and shows them how to prepare for the responsibilities that come from being a strong, positive 
male figure in their families and community.

Scholarships
The new scholarship application is now online and is available for senior girls at Clay High School to apply for a 
2023 scholarship. It is available through Clay’s Google Classroom.

Hand, Knee & Foot at the Club
A big thank you to Lori Miller for hosting the November game. Last month’s winners include:

Nancy Zavislak  29,575 pts
Linda Werring  28,785 pts
Linda Thill  27,545 pts
Susan Mitchell  25,600 pts
Kathie Cardon  26,390 pts
Sharon Sprott  25,340

Jola Greiner and Susan Hanline will host the game on December 7th.

Magnolia Point 
Contract Bridge Club

Ladies Bridge, Fri, Oct 28
1. Alice Lodge           
2. Dottie Lunt

Duplicate Bridge, Thu, Oct 27
1. Jon Bastress & David Miller
2. Joanne Montzka & Ed Szymanski
3. Connie & Michael Byers
4. Phyllis Boyd & Alice Lodge

        Jim Cardozo & Rannel Westberry(tie)

  5.   Susan Mitchell & Sharon Sprott

Social Bridge, Thu, Nov 03
1. Kim Belcher & Evie Ezzell
2. Brad Lucas & Jerry Ritchie
3. Jon Bastress & Joe Thill
4. Susan Mitchell  Sharon Sprott
5. Anne Bastress & Sandy Waldrup

Duplicate Bridge, Thu, Nov 10
1. Kim Belcher & Evie Ezzell
2. Brad Lucas & Jerry Ritchie
3. Jon Bastress & Joe Thill
4. Susan Mitchell  Sharon Sprott
5. Anne Bastress & Sandy Waldrup

Social: Rannel Westberry REW5538@comcast.net

Duplicate: Roy Gulick RoyGulick@aol.com

Ladies Bridge - Kaaren Tague BobTague@comcast.net

CONTACT

All games are friendly and you can sign up with a 

partner or as a single. One prize is paid out for 

each table, i.e., if there are four tables, the top four 

scores win money.

Duplicate and Social Bridge play on alternate 

Thursdays in the clubhouse dining room from 3 to 

6pm. The fees are $2.00 for social and $3.00 for 

duplicate to cover the cost of prize money and 

supplies.

Ladies Bridge plays on the last Friday of the 

month. Play begins at 10am with lunch around 

noon and finishes around 2pm.

Social Bridge, Thu, Nov 17
1. Brad Lucas & Jerry Ritchie
2. Val & Jef Fleming
3. Connie & Michael Byers
4. Susan Mitchell & Sharon Sprott
5. Sondra Costa & Marsha Parker



Luminary Night is a fundraiser that provides scholarships for young women at Clay High School. 
This annual event has grown each year and now serves as one of the largest fundraisers for the 
Women's Club.

For new residents, Luminary kits are sold to line the street frontage of your property. Volunteer 
Block Captains are currently taking orders, with a deadline of December 7th. If you need a form, 
contact Luminary Chairman Sarah McWhorter at samcwhorter1@gmail.com or call at 336-
202-4413. Forms are also available on the new website mpwc.org and click on Fundraising 
Events.

Each kit costs $7.50 and contains the supplies to make ten (10) luminaries, including candles, cups 
and bags. Residents supply the kitty litter, dirt or sand to weigh down the bag. On Saturday, 
December 11th, residents assemble and place their kits approximately three feet apart in front of 
their homes. Light your candles around dusk. If you store your candles in the freezer, they will burn 
for hours. Once you have your candles lit, join the fun at the clubhouse for the Luminary Cart 
Parade and decorating contest. Carts start lining up at 5:00 PM behind the Pub.

We thank our residents for their support of our scholarship fundraiser. If you are unable to 
participate in our Annual Luminary Night event, please consider making a cash donation to the 
Scholarship Fund when you are contacted by your Block Captain. MPWC is a not-for-profit 
charitable corporation designated as a 501(c)(3) by the IRS, so all donations are fully tax 
deductible. Make checks out to “MPWC Charities.”

Our Block Captains are your neighbors who volunteer their time and we appreciate their hard work 
to make Luminary Night a success.

For more information, check our website at: mpwc.org

saturday - December 10 

luminary night

Light Up Magnolia Point!
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Light up your street! Join the Cart Parade at the Club!

- susan mitchell

https://www.mpwc.org/
https://www.mpwc.org/
https://www.mpwc.org/


ladies 9 hole golf league
by Sandy Waldrup
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November 3 – Stableford
We began the season-long Stableford competition today.  The 
golfers are divided into 2 teams, with Barbara Shinn and 
Sharon Sprott being captains.   The teams try to score the 
most Stableford points each competition day and the team 
with the most points in May is declared the winning team.  
We also have an individual “team” Stableford on the day that 
Stableford is played. 

The Blue Team is led by Sharon Sprott and includes Val 
Flemming, Donna Hirsch, Susan Mitchell, Cheryle 
Newman and Taunya Vise.  The Red Team is led by 
Barbara Shinn and includes Dianne Dearth, Bede 
Johnson, Janine O’Connor, Sandy Waldrup and 
Marian Zanetti.  Usually, the top 4 scores are added to the 
running total but since the Blue Team only had 4 players, it 
was agreed to take only the top 2 scores this week.   

The Red Team took a slim lead over the Blue Team (37 to 31 
points).  The Red Team was led by Janine O’Connor with 
21 points and Sandy Waldrup with 16 points, followed by 
Barbara Shinn with 11 points, Dianne Dearth with 9 
points, Bede Johnson with 6 points, and Marian Zanetti 
with 5 points. 

The Blue Team was led by its 2 top scorers of Val Flemming 
with 17 points and Donna Hirsch with 14 points, followed 
by Cheryle Newman with 13 points and Sharon Sprott 
with 10 points.  

Of special note, Janine O’Connor is continuing where she 
left off last season with low gross scores and high points on 
Stableford play days – she had a gross score of 59 today.  Way 
to go, Janine!

The day’s team Stableford winners were Sandy Waldrup, 
Donna Hirsch, Bede Johnson and Janine O’Connor, 
with a team score of 57.

November 10 – Cancelled/TS Nicole

November 17 – Twisted Turkey
There were 3 three-somes in the field and we welcomed Judy 
Sessions.  Twisted Turkey takes a team’s high and low net of 
the group for the team score.  The team of Donna Hirsch, 
Dianne Dearth and Sharon Sprott eked out a 1-point lead 
over the second-place team, scoring a team total of 88 points.  

The group will not play again until Thursday, December 1, 
Round 2 of Stableford play.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Membership: Contact Diane Dearth - dearth2@msn.com
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Hello Neighbors,

Many have been asking exactly what services we actually provide; here's just a 
few: Interior and Exterior Painting, Gutter Cleaning, Light Fixture Replacement, 
Kitchen and Bath Faucet Updates, Dishwasher Replacement, Sink Disposer 
Replacement, basically anything Handyman related and so much more.  We can 
actually assist you with larger projects as well in our Consulting Arena, roofing, 
windows, HVAC - if you're replacing, we can help you and save you money in 
the long run - get you a warranty better than normally offered, and without the 
hassle of dealing with it yourself.

So, that's just some of what we do, and we hope to hear from you soon for your 
next project or handyman job.  All of our work is absolutely guaranteed. 

Our Community Seniors and Military Personnel all receive a 10% LaborDiscount.

   

MAGNOLIA.HOME.SERVICES.FLORIDA@GMAIL.COM
Magnolia Home Services, LLC - Project Management Services

LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY

MAGNOLIA HOME SERVICES

JOHN CARDINELL - OWNER
904.315.4587

Veteran Owned | Senior Discounts
Free Estimates | 20 Years Experience   

HOME REPAIRS | REMODELING

PROJECT MANAGEMENT | CONSULTING

John Cardinell | Magnolia.Home.Services.Florida@gmail.com

mama kitty

3714 Glyn Cottage
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bob & mulligan marsha & samantha

will, kathy & codatonya & sophie
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ladies 18 hole golf league
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We are getting into “sweater weather” the best season for golf here. Normally we have cool, dry sunny days but so 
far, we have had more rainy days and cancellations than most years.

On November 3 we played 6-6-6. The first place team was Hyun Coffman, Carolyn Harper and Shirley 
Orvosh. Second place went to Jeanne Gorman, Fran Kinney and Joanne Montzka.

November 10 had Stableford on the schedule, but a nasty wet, wind named Nicole forced a cancellation. Of 
course, that was the least of the problems she brought with her. Our area escaped with some downed trees but 
our neighbors on the river and ocean had significant flooding. We are thankful to have only missed a day of golf.

November 17 turned out to be sunny and bright but with a chilly wind. This was our make-up day for the past 
week’s missed Stableford. That weather kept some golfers away. There were only four Golden Girls and three 
Honey Badgers participating. The weekly winners were the team of Bonnie Burkhart, Diane Gove, Connie 
Manning and Joanne Montzka as blind draw. The highlight of the day was Bonnie’s wonderful gross score of 
81. Her great play led the Honey Badgers to eke out 96 points to Golden Girls 95 points. The season totals so far 
are Honey Badgers 297 and Golden Girls 282. Too close to call with 6 more rounds to play.

Of course, November 24 was Thanksgiving and no scheduled play. Hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful 
Thanksgiving with family and friends!

Connie Manning, Bonnie Burkhart & Diane Gove 

dp
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becky hinson

- end -


